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Past, Present and Future
If we do not rise to the challenge of our unique capacity to shape our lives, to seek the kinds of growth that we find individually fulfilling, then we can have no security: we will live in a world of sham, in which our selves are determined by the will of others, in which we will be constantly buffeted and increasingly isolated by the changes round us.0 F
-Nena O'Neil
For the past 113 years, Guam's strategic regional location has allowed the United States to achieve its policy objectives in the Asia-Pacific region. As the westernmost sovereign soil of the United States, it has contributed greatly to the projection of U.S. power and national interests. Meanwhile, during the past century of colonization, the indigenous population of Guam, known as the Chamorro1 F 2 or
Chamoru,2 F 3 has progressed socially and politically to the point of pursuing greater selfdetermination. This initiative could potentially collide with Washington's recent increased focus on the Asia-Pacific region, which some believe is a response to mounting tensions generated by China's perceived aspirations and by ongoing concerns regarding North Korea.
Due to its geographical significance, Guam serves as the linchpin for U.S.
national policy in the Asia-Pacific region and the anchor of military power projection.
But its residents' interest in self-determination means that the U.S.-Guam relationship may not continue into the foreseeable future in its current form. Washington must thus consider the ramifications of Guam's potential pursuit of a change in political status.
More specifically, the U.S. must examine the implications of each self-determination option for Guam's future as the forward power projection of U.S. presence, interest, and strategy in Asia's changing geopolitical environment.
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This paper begins by addressing Guam's past and present strategic military significance to U.S. policy and strategy in the Asia-Pacific region, along with its indigenous population's growing desire to pursue self-determination. Second, it discusses the extent to which Guam's status as a bulwark of U.S. presence in the Pacific might be derailed by this pursuit of self-determination. Third, it examines the various options for self-determination. Finally, it identifies opportunities to convince
Guam to remain a part of the American family and a beacon of U.S. strategic strength in the Asia-Pacific region.
Guam's Strategic Significance
Guam's historical significance is a result of its unique location amidst the vast Pacific Ocean. After the Spanish-American War, Guam was annexed to the U.S. in 1898 and became a stopover location for ships traveling from the coastal U.S. to the Philippine islands. Since then it has long served as a significant strategic location for 
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Aside from its economic importance, the "rebalance" of Washington's attention can also be noted through U.S. military actions in response to the growing instability in the Asia-Pacific region. Tensions surrounding China's rise and its assertions of control over disputed territories, coupled with North Korea's insensitivities to regional concerns about its irresponsible ballistic nuclear program, have been among the main factors attracting U.S. attention. The U.S. has deemed it necessary to "rebalance" its focus and re-engage with its regional partners to assure them that the U.S. is still an ally and has not turned away from the Asia-Pacific region. The announcements that the U.S. intends to send more military forces to Guam and that it may seek to encumber more land to support Marine movements have contributed to this indigenous movement.3 1 F 32 The U.S. government already directly owns one-third of the island's total land mass,3 2 F 33 and its assertion that it would need more land to support the relocation effort has infuriated islanders.3 3 F 34 Should the desire for a greater voice in the island's future result in a governing option other than the status quo or U.S.
statehood, Washington's regional strategy could be negatively affected. Largely ignored by Washington, current Guam concerns regarding cultural identity, economic freedom, immigration control, and military intrusion are fueling the push for self-determination.
Therefore, the acceptability of the political options offered to Guam's citizens will be measured against these considerations. Thus, advantages and disadvantages of each self-determination option warrant thorough review.
One of the three self-governance options recognized by the United Nations and available to Guam is free association. Although it would no longer be a U.S. territory, Guam would presumably remain an integral part of U.S. policy, strategy, and presence in the region. As part of its free association with the U.S., the defense posture of Guam would be administered by Washington, thereby preserving U.S. interests and security in this emerging region.
However, under free association, the use of the island by U.S. forces and intergovernmental agencies would need to be negotiated to the mutual benefit of each entity. The exclusive economic zone (EEZ) of the U.S. extends 200 nautical miles from the territorial sea baseline and is adjacent to the 12 nm territorial sea of the U.S., overlapping the 12-24nm contiguous zone. Within the EEZ, the U.S. has:
 sovereign rights for the purpose of exploring, exploiting, conserving and managing natural resources, whether living and nonliving, of the seabed and subsoil and the superjacent waters and with regard to other activities for the economic exploitation and exploration of the zone, such as the production of energy from the water, currents and winds  jurisdiction as provided for in international and domestic laws with regard to the establishment and use of artificial islands, installations, and structures, marine scientific research, and the protection and preservation of the marine environment  other rights and duties provided for under international and domestic laws
